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ordinator WP2 - PP5 UNISALENTO 
1. Introductory summary 

 
 
As part of the project’s outreach and capacity-building strategy, a second dedicated Info 

Day was organized in Lecce on 15 May 2026 to promote innovative services for fisheries 

tourism, sea-related jobs, and SMEs operating within the blue economy sector. The 

initiative aimed to raise awareness about emerging opportunities linked to sustainable 

coastal tourism, diversification of fisheries activities, maritime employment, and 

innovation-driven business models. 

The Info Days and exchange activities served as a platform for knowledge sharing, 

networking, and stakeholder engagement, fostering collaboration among fisheries 

operators, tourism service providers, SMEs, institutional stakeholders, and innovation 

support actors. Through the exchange of experiences and best practices, the initiative 

contributed to strengthening entrepreneurial capacities, encouraging cross-border 

cooperation, and enhancing the competitiveness and sustainability of local maritime and 

coastal economies. 

 
 
 
  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

5 

2. Event description 
 

Date: 15th May 2026 
Two Adriatic locations: 
- Lecce, University of Salento, Italy (in person) 

- Zadar, Zadra Nova agency, Croatia (online) 

 
The Info Day dedicated to innovative services for fisheries tourism, sea-related jobs, 

and SMEs was successfully organised within the framework of the project’s stakeholder 

engagement and capacity-building activities. The initiative represented an important 

opportunity to promote dialogue, knowledge exchange, and cross-border cooperation 

among key actors operating in the blue economy sector. 

The event took place in Lecce in presence and in Zadar online on 15 May 2026, 

gathering a wide range of participants from both Italy and Croatia, including SMEs, 

fisheries and tourism operators, vocational schools, training institutions, public 

authorities, sector experts, and innovation support organisations. Speakers and 

representatives from the two countries contributed with presentations and case studies 

focused on sustainable fisheries tourism, innovative maritime services, skills 

development for sea-related professions, and new opportunities for youth employment 

and entrepreneurship in coastal areas. 

The Info Day also fostered exchanges between enterprises and educational institutions, 

encouraging stronger collaboration between the labour market and training providers in 

order to support emerging professional profiles and innovation needs within the maritime 

economy. 

Through interactive discussions and networking sessions, the event strengthened 

connections among stakeholders across the Adriatic area and contributed to raising 
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awareness about the potential of innovative services and cross-border cooperation for 

enhancing the resilience, competitiveness, and sustainability of fisheries tourism and 

maritime SMEs. 

 
The involved partnes for this Info Day were:  
the PP5 as coordinator of the Info Day, the PP6 for the identification of additional 
experts. 
The topics presented and discussed during this event were about the Fishing Tourism 
Sector. 
Institutional representatives took part in the Info Day. 
Live from Lecce: 
Prof. Pier Paolo Miglietta, Prorector for the Sustainability of University of Salento 
Online from Zadar: 
Dr. Mia Cimera, mag. educ. phil. et. catech. Viša stručna suradnica / Senior associate 
The agenda of this Info Day featured several presentations on the following topic 
organised in different sessions: 
- Participatory strategies for sustainable tourism development 
- Economic Business Sustainability and Environmental Sustainability 
- Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) and Reputation 
- Certifications for Sustainable Fishery Products 
- Digitalisation and Tourism Platforms 
- Traditional Funding Opportunities and Crowdfunding 
 

 

To support dissemination and further knowledge sharing, the presentations (PPT slides) 
are reported and the full recording of the event is attached. 
 

  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

7 

3. Agenda  
The event agenda, including the list of speakers and the topics presented, is provided 

below. 
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4. List of presentations 
 

Below is a list of the speakers' presentations, available in full in the following pages. 
 
MORNING SESSION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

Pier Paolo 
Miglietta 

Donatella Porrini 

Tomislav Klarin 

Irene Prete 

Giorgio Mancinelli 

Donatella Valente 

Pero Ugarković 
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AFTERNOON SESSION 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Alberto Basset Francesco De Leo 

Luigi Musco Elisabetta 
Iacobbe 

Guglielmo Corallo 
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5. Experiential tourism models linked to fisheries, gastronomy and local heritage: 
Nature, culture and flavours of the Adriatic, speaker by University of Salento (Pier 

Paolo Miglietta) 
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6. Tourism marketing strategies and events to integrate fisheries and tourism, speaker 

by University of Salento (Donatella Porrini)    
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7. Fishing Tourism: From Theory to Practice, speaker by ZADRA NOVA (Tomislav 
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8. Economic and Environmental sustainability – Estimating potential demand and 

revenue scenarios for fishers, speaker by University of Salento (Irene Prete)
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9. A case study on environmental sustainability and economic business through 
exploitation of an invasive alien species, Callinectes sapidus, speaker by University 

of Salento (Giorgio Mancinelli, Lorenzo Doria) 
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10. Environmental sustainability related to the Fisheries tourism sector, speaker 

by University of Salento (Donatella Valente)
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11. Is the future of Angelsharks in Croatia still possible? speaker by ZADRA 

NOVA (Pero Ugarković)
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12. Climate change impact on marine ecosystem services and sustainable 
exploitation, speaker by University of Salento (Alberto Basset)
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13. Restoration of Marine Ecosystems, speaker by University of Salento (Luigi 

Musco)
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14. The Citizen Science platform of LifeWatch Italy: a tool to engage citizens in 

the Blue Economy, speaker by CNR (Francesco De Leo, Ilaria Rosati, Andrea 

Tarallo, Franca Sangiorgio) 
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15. Developing a 4Helix Network in Aquaculture Sector. The Greece-Italy case, 
speaker by Legacoop Puglia (Elisabetta Iacobbe)
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16. The Role of Crowdfunding in Fishery Tourism, speaker by HydraCoop 
(Guglielmo Corallo)
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17. Pictures from Lecce 
Some photos from the event are shown below. 
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18. Attendance sheets 
 The attendance sheets of the Info Day participants are provided below. 
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