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Standard projects
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Note
[bookmark: _Hlk140838595]This document serves as model for the Partnership Agreement to be established between the Lead Partner and all partners in compliance with Art. 26, 1 b) of Regulation (EU) No 1059/2021 and as further explained in chapter 3 – Project generation and start in “Programme Implementation Manual” (PIM).
This document states the so called “LP Principle” for the operational management and coordination of the project and provides all minimum compulsory requirements that the signed Partnership Agreement must hold. Additional elements may be included by the partnership in order to tailor the Agreement to their specific needs. Additional provisions included in the final Partnership Agreement must in any case be in line with the Programme objectives and the legal framework mentioned in the Subsidy Contract.
It is strongly advised to check whether the terms and clauses – especially those dealing with company law, property law, disputes between partners and compensation for damages – are correct and consistent with the applicable law. The Managing Authority cannot under any circumstances or for any reason whatsoever be held liable for damage or injury sustained by the application of this document. The Managing Authority therefore cannot accept any claim for compensation or increases in payment in connection with such damage or injury.

Glossary

AA 	-	Audit Authority 
AF 	-	Application Form
AfR	-	Application for Reimbursement
BGBPL	-	Body Governed by Public Law
CPR	-	Common Provision Regulation (EU) 2021/1060
EC 	-	European Commission 
ERDF    -	European Regional Development Fund 
EU 	-	European Union 
FDR	-	Fondo di Rotazione (Italian National Rotation Fund)
IR	-	Interreg Regulation (EU) 2021/1059
JEMS	-	Joint electronic monitoring system
JS 	-	Joint Secretariat 
LP 	-	Lead Partner 
MA 	-	Managing Authority 
MC	-	Monitoring Committee 
MS	-	Member State
PIM	-	Programme Implementation Manual
PP 	-	Project Partner
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Partnership Agreement
for the implementation of the Standard project 
“Title “________________”
“Acronym “___________”
within the
Interreg VI A Italy-Croatia CBC Programme 2021-2027,
Having regard to:
· Art. 2 “Legal framework applied” and Art. 7 “Representation of the project partnership, liability and obligations of the LP” of this agreement;
· Art. 26, (1) (a) of Interreg Regulation (EU) No 1059/2021 (hereinafter referred to as “IR”) which provides “the obligation for the LP to lay down the arrangements with the other partner an agreement comprising provisions that, inter alia, guarantee the sound financial management of the respective Union funds allocated to the Interreg project”;
the following Agreement shall be made between:
	[Name and address], represented by [XXX]
	(Lead Partner)


acting as Lead Partner of the project project Title “______” Acronym “_____” Project ID _____
and 
	
	

	[Name and address], represented by [XXX]
	(Partner 2)

	[Name and address], represented by [XXX]
	(Partner 3)

	[Name and address], represented by [XXX]
	(Partner 4)

	[Name and address], represented by [XXX]
	(Partner 5)

	[Name and address], represented by [XXX]
	(Partner …)



[bookmark: _Hlk142402639]for the implementation of the Standard project Title “_____________”, acronym “__________”, ID _________ approved by the Monitoring Committee (hereinafter referred to as “MC”) of the Interreg VI A Italy - Croatia CBC Programme 2021-2027 (hereinafter referred to as the “Programme”) on 23rd November 2023 in Venice, Italy.

Art. 1
Definitions
1. For the purposes of this Partnership Agreement (hereinafter referred to as the “Agreement”) the following definitions apply:
a. Lead Partner (hereinafter referred to as “LP”): the project partner who takes the overall responsibility for the submission and the implementation of the entire project according to Art. 26(1) (b) of IR;
b. Project Partner (hereinafter referred to as “PP”): any institution financially participating in the project and contributing to its implementation, as identified in the approved Application Form (hereinafter referred to as AF). It corresponds to the term “beneficiary” as defined in the Art. 2 (9) (a) of the EU Regulation 2021/1060 (hereinafter referred to as “CPR”).

Art. 2
Legal framework applied
The Agreement is concluded on the basis of the following legal provisions:
1. 2021-2027 relevant European legislation
· Regulation (EU) No 2021/1060 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 24 June 2021, laying down common provisions on the European Regional Development Fund, the European Social Fund Plus, the Cohesion Fund, the Just Transition Fund, and the European Maritime, Fisheries and Aquaculture Fund and financial rules for those and for the Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund, the Internal Security Fund and the Instrument for Financial Support for Border Management and Visa Policy, and repealing Council Regulation (EC) No 1303/2013 and any amendment;
· Regulation (EU) No 2021/1058 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 24 June 2021 on the European Regional Development Fund and on the Cohesion Fund, and repealing Regulation (EC) No 1301/2013, and any amendment;
· Regulation (EU) No 2021/1059 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 24 June 2021 on specific provisions for the European territorial goal (Interreg) supported by the European Regional Development Fund and external financing instruments, and repealing Regulation (EC) No 1299/2013, and any amendment;
· Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) No 240/2014 of 7 January 2014 on the European code of conduct on partnership in the framework of the European Structural and Investment Funds;
· Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 2018/1046 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 18 July 2018 on the financial rules applicable to the general budget of the Union repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 966/2012;
· Commission Decision C 2019 (3452) of 14.05.2019 laying down the guidelines for determining financial corrections to be made to expenditure financed by the Union for non-compliance with the rules on public procurement;
· Articles 107 and 108 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union; Commission Regulation (EU) No 1407/2013 on the application of Articles 107 and 108 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union to de minimis aid; Commission Regulation (EU) 2023/2831 on the application of Articles 107 and 108 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union to de minimis aid; Commission Regulation (EU) No 651/2014 declaring certain categories of aid compatible with the internal market in application of Articles 107 and 108 of the Treaty (General Block Exemption Regulation – GBER) and its amendments , in particular Commission Regulation (EU) 2021/1237 and Commission Regulation (EU) 2023/1315 amending Regulation (EU) No 651/2014 declaring certain categories of aid compatible with the internal market in application of Articles 107 and 108 of the Treaty; Delegated and Implementing acts, as well as all applicable decisions and rulings in the field of state aid;
· All other EU legislation and the underlying principles applicable to the LP and its Project Partners (hereinafter referred to as “PPs”) including the legislation laying down provisions on public procurement, on competition and entry into the markets, the protection of the environment, the equal opportunities between men and women.
2. Programme documents 
· The Interreg VI A Italy-Croatia CBC Programme adopted by the European Commission on 10th August 2022, Decision C (2022) 5935 final (CCI 2021TC16RFCB038) and further amendments;
· All manuals, guidelines and any other documents relevant for project implementation (e.g. “Programme Implementation Manual” - hereinafter referred to as “PIM”) in their latest version as published on the Programme official website, or handed over to the LP directly during the project implementation;
· The Standard/Small-scale Call for Proposals of the Programme as approved by MC and published in the Programme website.
3. National laws and regulations 
· Decision n. 78 of 22th December 2021 of the Italian Interministerial Committee for Economic Programming and Sustainable Development (CIPESS) “2021-2027 Cohesion Policy Programming - Approval of the 2021-2027 partnership agreement proposal and definition of national public co-financing criteria for European programs for the 2021-2027 programming cycle”;
· National laws and regulations of the Italian Republic and of the Republic of Croatia applicable to the LP and PPs in their respective Countries.
4.  Additional Principles 
· In case EU Regulations are in force for a certain topic, these take precedence. In the absence of EU Regulations and/or Programme specific regulations, national laws shall apply;
· In case of amendment of the aforementioned legal norms and documents, and any other documents of relevance for the contractual relationship, the latest version shall apply.

Art. 3
Language
1. The working language of this Agreement shall be English. Any official internal document of the project and all communication between the LP and the PPs shall in principle be made available in English, being the official language of the Programme.
2. The present Agreement is concluded in English. In case of translation of the present Agreement into another language, the English version shall be the binding one.

[bookmark: _Hlk141355191]Art. 4
Subject of the Agreement
1. [bookmark: _Hlk141355285]This Agreement lays down the arrangements regulating the relations between the LP and all PPs in order to ensure a sound implementation of the Standard project Title “_____”, Acronym “_______” Project ID _______ as in the latest version of the approved AF, with the aim to reach the objectives of the project, to produce qualitative outputs and to achieve the results set in the AF. 
2. This Agreement will be attached to the Subsidy Contract which will be signed between the MA and LP.
3. All PPs entitle the LP to represent them in the project. They commit themselves to undertake all steps necessary to support the LP in fulfilling its obligations towards the Programme bodies.
4. The present Agreement serves also explicitly as written power of attorney of the PP to LP and authorises the latter to perform the specific duties and responsibilities as set out below.
Art. 5
Term of funding and reimbursement of funds
1. The present document, drawn up in the form of a legally binding private agreement, establishes the funding conditions for all the beneficiaries, partners of the Standard project Title “________” “Acronym “______, Project ID “______”.
2. In accordance with Art. 26 (2) of IR and the “PIM” section. 5.7 provisions:
(in case of Croatian LP)
[bookmark: _Hlk141363879]The LP (insert the name of the LP), after receiving from the MA the total amount of the ERDF, will transfer to each PPs their share of ERFD funding.
The total FDR -Italian National cofinancing will be transferred by the MA to the PP (insert the name of the Italian Public/BGBPL PP with the highest budget among the Italian PPs) who will be in charge of transferring to the other Italian PPs their share of FDR.
Or, in case no Italian public /BGBPL PP is present in the partnership,
The share of FDR -Italian National cofinancing will be directly transferred by the MA to each Italian PP.

(in case of Italian LP)

The LP (insert the name of the LP), after receiving from the MA the total amount of the ERDF and FDR, will transfer to all PPs their ERFD share funding as well as the FDR share to each Italian PP.
The subsidy (ERDF+FDR funds) as specified in JEMS under section D “Project Budget” is awarded exclusively for the implementation of the project activities as described in the latest version of the AF in accordance with the conditions set out by the MC.
3. The final ERDF contribution awarded by the Programme consists of the 80% of the total eligible costs reported by each PP and verified by its respective controller.
4. Disbursement of subsidy is subject to the condition that the European Commission and the Italian National Authority make the project funds available and that all applicable EU and national rules are observed by the partnership. In case of non-availability of funds, the MA cannot be deemed responsible for late or missing payments.

Art. 6
Duration of the project
1. According to the AF, the Project has a duration of XX months and the project activities have to be carried out and finalized within the project implementation period consisting of the following schedule: 
start date: [dd/mm/yy]
end date: [dd/mm/yy] 
therefore, the project expenditure has to be incurred within this period, with the sole exception of preparation and closure costs.
2. Administrative duties of the LP and PPs related to the closure of the project shall take place over a period of three months after the project end date. Further specifications on project closure are laid out in the “PIM”.

Art. 7
Representation of the project partnership, liability and obligations of the LP
1. The LP guarantees that it is entitled to represent the PPs participating in the project and that it has established with the project partners the division of mutual responsibilities in a partnership agreement.
2. The LP shall be responsible for ensuring the start and the efficient implementation phase of the project according to the time schedule in the AF, taking the responsibility of the entire project cycle.
3. The LP guarantees that the project implementation complies with the legal framework pursuant Art. 2 of this Agreement and with all the relevant legal and other provisions under the law which applies to the LP organisation and to its PPs and their activities and that all necessary documentation (e.g. building permits, environmental impact assessment statements, feasibility studies) have been obtained.
4. The LP shall provide the PPs with all information and documents needed for a sound and legally correct project implementation including requirements related to communication and publicity.
5. In accordance with Art. 26 (1) of IR, the LP bears the overall financial and legal responsibility for the entire project and ensures that the expenditure reported by each PP has been paid by the PPs for the purpose of implementing the project, that it corresponds to the activities laid down in the latest approved AF and that it has been verified by its national controller. The LP represents the partnership and acts as the only direct contact between the project partnership and the MA/JS.
6. The LP shall assume sole liability towards third parties, including liability for damage or injury of any kind sustained by them while the project is being carried out. The LP shall discharge the MA of all liability associated with any claim or action brought as a result of an infringement of rules or regulations by the LP or one of the PPs, or as a result of violation of a third party’s rights.
7. The MA cannot under any circumstances or for any reason whatsoever be held liable for damage or injury to the staff or to the property of the LP or one of its PPs while the project is being carried out. The MA can therefore not accept any claim for compensation or increase in payment in connection with such damage or injury.
8. The LP is liable towards the MA if obligations as laid out in this Agreement or in applicable European Union´s or National laws are not fulfilled by the project partnership in the same way as for its own conduct.
9. The LP shall ensure that all project documentation is kept for a period of 5 years from the 31 December of the year in which the last payment by MA is made to the LP, according to Art. 82 CPR or otherwise required by the specific legislation (e.g. State Aid). The time period referred to shall be interrupted either in the case of legal proceedings or by a request of the European Commission.
10. In case of any repayment demands, the LP is liable towards the MA for the total amount requested. The LP is entitled to ask repayment from its PPs in compliance with Art. 52 (1) of IR.

Art. 8
Obligations of the Project Partners
1. Each PP shall comply with the relevant European Union´s and national legislation as set out in Art. 2 of this Agreement.
2. The PPs shall guarantee that the project activities under their responsibility will be implemented according to the rules and procedures as set in the PIM. In particular the PPs shall ensure:
a) the project activities will be developed in compliance with rules concerning equal opportunities, environmental protection, financial management, public procurement and State aid;
b) the monitoring of the project operational and financial progress, the recording and storing of documents, the implementation of information and publicity measures;
c)  the respect of state aid rules also by those bodies benefitting from project activities/outputs, accordingly to the relevant EU rules and related provision set by Subsidy Contract;
d) that Programme requirements on eligibility of expenditure, as provided for in the PIM, are strictly respected;
e) that at least basic information about the project (aims, partners, amount of funding and its source, description of activities) is available on the partner’s official website “and that the JS/MA are entitled to use and publish these data in whatever form;
f) that in accordance with the provisions of the Regulation (EU) 2016/679 “General Data Protection Regulation”) in its valid version, the JS/MA is entitled to process personal data of LP and all PPs which are contained in the approved AF and share them with the competent Programme National and/or European bodies in charge for project evaluation, monitoring and audit activities (including anti-fraud policy);
g) to give access to the relevant authorities (MA/JS, Audit Authority, Commission Services and national and EU controlling institutions) to its business premises for the necessary controls and audits, as further ruled in Art. 11 “Financial control and Audit” of this Agreement;
h) that all necessary approvals (e.g. building permissions, environmental impact assessment statements) have been obtained. 
3. Each PP shall ensure that its part of activities to be implemented in the approved project is not fully or partly financed by other EU Programmes and that the following project and financial management conditions are fulfilled:
a) to timely start as well as to implement the part(s) of the project for which it is responsible in due time and in compliance with the latest approved AF ensuring, in quantitative and qualitative terms, the delivery of its planned project activities, outputs and results;
b) that in case one or more output and result targets, as set in the latest approved version of the AF are not successfully reached, adequate corrective measures are put in place to ensure the project performance as well as to minimise the impact at Programme level (e.g. adaptation of the project to the changed situation) following the procedures specified in the PIM;
c) to appoint a project coordinator with the authority to represent the partner in the project, in particular within the Steering Committee that is the decision-making body of the project so that to ensure a sound project management;
d) to immediately notify the LP of any event that could lead to a temporary or permanent discontinuation or any other deviation of the part(s) of the approved project for which the PP is responsible;
e) to provide LP with complete and accurate information needed to draw up and submit project reports and, the main outputs and deliverables obtained in line with the approved AF;
f) [bookmark: _Hlk141777970]that expenditure reported to the LP has been incurred for the purpose of implementing the project activities as set out in the latest approved version of the AF;
g) to immediately inform the LP if costs are reduced or any of the disbursement conditions ceases to be fulfilled, or circumstances arise which entitle the MA to reduce payment or to demand repayment of the subsidy wholly or in part;
h) to install a separate accounting system for the settlement of the project and safeguard that the eligible costs as well as the received subsidies can be clearly identified.
4. In the circumstance that any of the PPs is in the situation of undertaking in difficulty, within the meaning of point 18 of Art. 2 of EU Regulation 651/2014 as well as in compliance with Art. 7 (1) (d) of EU Regulation 2021/1058 (ERDF Regulation), the concerned PP is to immediately inform the LP that shall in turn immediately inform the MA/JS.


Art. 9
Non-fulfilment of obligations
1. Each PP is directly and exclusively responsible towards the LP and the other PPs for the due implementation of its part(s) to the project as described in the approved AF as well as for the proper fulfilment of its obligations as set out in this Agreement. Each kind of non-fulfilment of obligations must be immediately reported to the LP.
2. Should a PP not fulfil its obligations under this Agreement in due time, the LP shall admonish the PP to fulfil such obligations within reasonable deadlines set by the LP. The LP shall make any effort in resolving the difficulties, including seeking the assistance of the MA/JS. Should the non-fulfilment continue, the LP may decide to exclude the PP concerned from the project prior agreement of the other PPs. The MA and JS shall be immediately informed of such an intended decision. 
3. The excluded PP is obliged to refund to the LP any Programme funds received for which it cannot prove that, on the day of exclusion, ERDF, and if it is the case the FDR share, received for the project were used for activities carried out, and deliverables/outputs obtained, for the benefit of the project and that such activities and deliverables/outputs can be used for the further implementation of the project.
4. The LP and all PPs herewith oblige themselves to compensate each other for those damages that may result from intentional or gross negligence, non-performance or mal-performance of any of their obligations under the present Agreement.
5. In case of non-fulfilment of PP obligations having financial consequences for the funding of the project as a whole, the LP may demand compensation from the responsible PP to cover the sum involved.


Art. 10
Liability
1. According to Art. 7 “Representation of the project partnership, liability and obligations of the LP” of this Agreement, the LP bears the overall financial and legal responsibility for the project and for the PPs towards the MA and third parties.
2. Within the partnership, each party to this Agreement shall be liable to the other parties and shall indemnify and hold harmless such other party for and against any liabilities, damages and costs resulting from the non-compliance of its duties and obligations as set forth in this Agreement or of other legal norms. Eventual repayment of undue funds by the PPs to the LP, for which the LP is liable towards the MA is ruled in Art. 13 “Withdrawal or recovery of unduly paid-out funds, decommitment of funds” of the present Agreement.
3. The LP shall assume sole liability towards third parties, including liability for damage or injury of any kind sustained by them while the project is being carried out. The LP is entitled to subrogate against the PP that caused the damage. The PP causing damage shall be liable to the LP therefore.
4. The parties to this Agreement accept that the MA cannot be under any circumstances or for any reason whatsoever held liable for damage or injury sustained by the staff or property of the LP or any PP while the project is being carried out. No claims can be accepted by the MA for compensation or increases in payment in connection with such damage or injury.
5. No party shall be held liable for not complying with obligations ensuing from this Agreement in case of force majeure as described in Art. 20 “Force majeure” of this Agreement.

Art. 11
Financial control and audits
1. The European Commission, the European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF), the European Court of Auditors (ECA) and, within their responsibility, the auditing bodies of the participating Member States or other national public auditing bodies as well as the Programme AA, the MA or the JS are entitled to audit the proper use of funds by the LP or by its PPs or to arrange for such an audit to be carried out by authorised persons. The LP and PPs will be notified in due time about any audit to be carried out on their expenditure. The procedures for these controls are described in the PIM. 
2. The LP and all the PPs will keep all documents and data required for controls and audits safely and orderly, will produce all documents required for the above controls and audit, provide necessary information and give access to their premises, to their accounting books, to supporting documents and to all other documentation related to the project, in order to ensure that any audit, notified by a duly authorised institution can be carried out. 
3. Each PP shall promptly inform the LP about any audits that have been carried out by the bodies mentioned in the par. 1 of this article. If, as a result of the controls and audits, any expenditure is considered non-eligible according to the regulatory framework as Art. 2of this Agreement, and to the PIM section 5 “Financial Management”, the procedure described in the Art. 13 shall apply.

Art. 12
[bookmark: _Hlk141095489]Reporting and Application for Reimbursement
1. Each PP may request, via LP, payments of the contribution from the ERDF as well as the FDR, if due accordingly to Art. 5 “Terms of funding and reimbursement of funds” of the present Agreement, by providing proof of progress of its respective part(s) of the project towards the achievement of the outputs and results as set in the latest approved AF, in compliance with the principle of sound financial management (as determined by the principles of economy, efficiency and effectiveness). To this purpose, each PP commits to providing the LP with complete and accurate information needed to draw up and submit project reports, following the procedures set in the PIM, within the Project reporting schedule set in JEMS Contracting section and in line with the reporting targets of the latest approved AF – section D Project Budget.
2. The project reports will consist of a Content (summary of partners’ work in the reporting period including any partner problems and deviations) related part and a Financial part. The financial part of the report shall comprise the amount indicated in all controller certificates related to the project expenditure that has been paid within the relevant reporting period. 
3. Each project report submitted by the LP via the JEMS to the MA, must be accompanied by certificates confirming the eligibility of expenditure included in the report by the LP and the PPs. Certificates of expenditures must be issued by national controllers as referred to in Art. 46 (3) of IR according to the system set up by each Member State and in compliance with the requirements set by the legal framework listed in Art. 1 “Legal framework applied” of this Agreement. Certificates of expenditure shall be accompanied by the compulsory elements presented in the PIM (i.e., the control report and checklist). The LP will pre-check the controller’ verifications received from the PPs, with regard to plausibility and correct issuing.
4. In order to comply with the reporting procedure and deadlines set in the PIM – section 6.7 “Reporting periods/reporting deadlines”-, each PP commits itself to deliver to the LP the necessary information and documents [XXX days] working days before those deadlines for submitting the concerned project report. 
5. If the LP casts doubts on the project relevance of any expenditure items claimed by a PP, shall clarify the issue with the concerned PP with the aim of finding an agreement on the expenditure to be claimed and the corresponding activities to be reported as project-relevant. In the case that such agreement cannot be found, the procedure as stated in the PIM will be followed. 
6. Payments not requested in time and for their full amount or not in compliance with the payment schedule as indicated in the latest approved AF – section D.3.1 Project Budget, may not be reimbursed. In case of de-commitment of funds Art. 13 “Withdrawal or recovery of unduly paid-out funds, decommitment of funds” of this Agreement applies.
7. In order to proceed with the analysis of project reports, each PP must provide additional information if the LP or the MA/JS deem that necessary. Additional information requested by the MA/JS are to be collected and sent by the LP within the demanded time frame.
8. Following the approval of the project report by the MA/JS, the ERDF and FDR funds will be transferred by the MA and subsequently forwarded by the LP or PP in charge of according to the provisions established in Art. 5 of this Agreement. The transfer to each PP of their respective funds (ERDF and/or FDR), shall be made without any delay and in full to bank accounts indicated in Jems (contracting section). The maximum acceptable delay for forwarding the ERDF and if it is the case of FDR to the PPs is of xxxx working days (max 80 days). Changes of the account number shall be duly notified to the LP.
9. The LP shall provide all PPs with copies of any report and documentation submitted to the MA/JS and keep the PPs informed about all relevant communication with MA or JS. 
10. Details on the contents of the reports on the verification of expenditure, on the reimbursement of funds and on the related procedural rules are laid out in the PI, the contents of which each PP accepts.

Art. 13
Withdrawal or recovery of unduly paid-out funds, decommitment of funds
1. Should the MA shall, in accordance with the PIM, demand the repayment of subsidy already transferred to the LP and every PP is obliged to transfer its portion of undue paid out amount to the LP in compliance with Art. 52 of Regulation (EU) No 1059/2021. The LP shall, without delay, forward the letter by which the MA has asserted the repayment claim and notify every PP of the amount repayable. Alternatively, and when possible, the repayment amount will be offset against the next payment of the MA to the LP or, where applicable, remaining payments can be suspended. The LP shall be entitled to set an internal deadline to the concerned PPs in order to meet the MA requests.
2. In case the PP does not repay the LP the irregular amounts by the deadline specified in the recovery letter, the LP informs the MA without delay. Further provisions set by the MA shall apply.
3. Bank charges incurred by the repayment of amounts due to the MA via the LP shall be borne entirely by the concerned PPs. The amount repayable shall be subject to interest.
4. In case of de-commitment of funds, as foreseen in Art. 105 of CPR and in the PIM, the PPs herewith agree that the deduction shall be imputed proportionally to those PPs that have contributed to the de-commitment of funds unless a different decision is taken by the MC.



Art. 14
Publicity, communication and branding
1. The LP and the PPs shall ensure adequate promotion of the project both towards potential beneficiaries of the project results and towards the general public.
2. Each PP shall ensure that any notice or publication made by the project, including presentations at conferences or seminars, shall point out that the project was implemented through financial assistance of the ERDF funds of the Interreg Italy-Croatia Programme. All information, communication and branding measures of the project shall be carried out in accordance with the EU rules and regulations, the latest version of the approved AF and the PIM.
3. All PPs also takes the full responsibility for the content of any notice, publication and marketing product provided to the MA which has been developed by the PPs or third parties on behalf of the PPs. The PPs are liable in case a third party claims compensation for damages (e.g. because of an infringement of intellectual property rights). The PPs will indemnify the LP in case the LP suffers any damage because of the content of the publicity and information material.
4. The LP and each PP authorise the MA and the other Programme authorities to use the outputs of the project in order to guarantee a wide spreading of the project deliverables and outputs and to make them available to the public, and to publish, by any means, in particular, the following information:
a. the name and identification data of the LP and its PP(s);
b. the name of the project;
c. the project summary including project purposes and its expected achievements;
d. abstract of project reports with the project actual achievements;
e. start date of the project;
f. expected or actual date of completion of the project;
g. Programme specific objective concerned;
h. the total project budget (ERDF contribution + National co-financing + other public and private funding + PPs own resources); 
i. the geographical location of the project;
j. type of intervention for the project in accordance with point (g) of Art. 73 (2) of CPR;
k. project results /achievements/output.
The PPs are obliged to inform the LP on possible sensitive/confidential (e.g. business or personnel related) issues that cannot be published, for examples, in the Programme newsletters and website.

Art. 15
Project modifications

1. All the project modifications must be implemented following the procedure set out in the PIM.
2. As soon as the LP becomes aware about the need for a project modification, the LP has to inform immediatly the JS that will provide support and guidance through the whole modification process.

Art. 16
Ownership – Use of outputs
1. Ownership, title and industrial and intellectual property rights in the results of the project and the reports and other documents relating to it shall, depending on the applicable national law, rest in the LP and/or its PPs.
2. Where several members of the partnership (LP and/or PPs) have jointly carried out work generating outputs and where their respective share of the work cannot be ascertained, they shall have joint ownership on it/them.
In case of joint ownership, the following provisions shall apply:
Xxxxx [fill in if project specific provisions have been agreed within the partnership]
3. The ownership of outputs having the character of investments in infrastructure or productive investments realised within the project must remain with the concerned LP and/or PPs according to the timeframe as well as under the conditions set in Art. 65 of the CPR. Should any of the conditions set by the mentioned Regulation not be met at a certain point of time, the MA/JS must be immediately informed by the concerned LP or PP. The MA will recover the unduly paid ERDF contribution in proportion to the period for which the requirements have not been fulfilled.
4. Each PP shall respect all applicable rules and the basic principles related to competition law, as well as the principles of equal treatment and transparency within the meaning of the funding regulations and it ensures that no undue advantage (i.e. the granting of any advantage that would undermine the basic principles and political objectives of the funding regime) is given to anybody. Outputs and results, especially data, studies and analyses, produced during project implementation are made available to the general public free of charge and can be used by all interested persons and organizations in the same way and under the same conditions as by the LP or its PPs.
5. The MA reserves the right to use the outputs and results for information and communication actions in respect of the Programme. In case there are pre-existing intellectual and industrial property rights which are made available to the project, these are fully respected.

Art. 17
Archiving of project documents

1. The LP/PPs are obliged to set up physical and/or electronic archive which allows storing data, records and documents composing the audit trail. The location of the above-mentioned archive is indicated in JEMS and each PP commits itself to promptly inform the LP on any change of location.
2. In addition, LP/PPs must assist the MA to comply with document retention requirements and with all the other formalities required under any applicable State Aid rules in force (e.g. registration in the National State Aid Register). Where projects are operating under a State Aid scheme, LP/PPs must maintain detailed records with the information and supporting documentation necessary to establish that all the conditions laid down in the Regulation are fulfilled. Such records must be kept for 10 years after the last aid is granted under the scheme.


Art. 18
Assignment, legal succession
1. LP and PPs in exceptional cases and in well-founded circumstances are allowed to reassign their duties and rights under this Agreement only after prior written consent of the MA/JS or MC, in compliance with the procedures specified in the PIM.
2. Where according to national laws the legal personality does not change and where all assets of a PP are taken over so that a deterioration of the financial capacity of the acquiring institution is not to be expected (i.e. in cases of universal succession) prior consent by the programme bodies is not necessary. However, the concerned PP shall submit in due time to the MA/JS via the LP related information together with all documents that are necessary to analyse the legal case.
3. In case of assignment or any form of legal succession of any PP, the PP concerned is obliged to assign all rights and obligations and all project related documents to each and any assignee or legal successor. Related reports to the MA/JS have to be forwarded by the LP, and the present agreement shall be amended accordingly.

Art. 19
Disputes between partners and complaints
1. Any complaints against acts, omission and/or decision of the MA/JS and/or MC decisions during the project implementation phase shall be formally submitted by the LP on behalf of the partnership to the MA for the examination; the complaint shall be submitted via certified e-mail or e-mail accompanied by a cover letter.
2. The LP, as well as the interested partner, can file a formal complaint against act, omissions and/or decisions of control and audit bodies (controllers, auditors, etc.) related to the national control system following the procedures set in place at national and EU level. In case of dispute between the LP and its PPs or among PPs, presumption of good faith from all parties will be privileged.
3. Should a dispute arise between the LP and its PPs or among PPs, the affected parties will endeavour to find a solution on an amicable way. In case of matters that are not ruled by this Agreement, the parties agree to find a mutual consent and a joint solution.
4. Disputes will be referred to the Steering Committee in order to reach a settlement. The LP will inform the other PPs and may, on its own initiative or upon request of a PP, ask advices to the MA/JS.
5. Should a compromise through mediation not be possible, at any time the parties may submit the dispute to the courts and herewith agree that ____[XXX]_____ shall be the venue for all legal disputes arising from this Agreement. 
6. Further details about the complaint procedures must be referred to in the PIM.

Art. 20
Force majeure
1. Force majeure shall mean any unforeseeable and exceptional event affecting the fulfilment of any obligation under this agreement, which is beyond the control of the LP and PPs and cannot be overcome despite their reasonable endeavours (e.g. substantial changes due to changes in political or financial terms). Any default of a product or service or delays in making them available for the purpose of performing this agreement and affecting the project performance, including, for instance, anomalies in the functioning or performance of product or services, labour disputes, strikes or financial difficulties do not constitute force majeure.
2. If the LP or PPs are subject to force majeure liable to affect the fulfilment of its/their obligations under this Agreement, the LP shall notify the MA via the JS without delay, stating the nature, likely duration and foreseeable effects.
3. Neither the LP nor the PPs shall be considered to be in breach of their obligations to execute the project if they have been prevented from complying by force majeure. Where LP or PPs cannot fulfil their obligations to execute the project due to force majeure, grant for accepted eligible expenditure occurred may be made only for those activities which have actually been executed up to the date of the event identified as force majeure. All necessary measures shall be taken to limit damage to the minimum.


Art. 21
Concluding provisions
1. All laws, regulations and Programme official documents mentioned in this Agreement are applicable in their currently valid version. The LP and all PPs ensure that in case of modification of provisions as listed Art. 2 “Legal framework applied” of this Agreement, updated rights and obligations derived thereof shall apply.
2. If any provision in this Agreement should be wholly or partly ineffective, the parties to this Agreement undertake to replace the ineffective provision by an effective provision which comes as close as possible to the purpose of the ineffective provision. This procedure is conducted in written form by the parties concerned. In case of differences that are not ruled by this Agreement the parties concerned will agree on aiming to find a mutual consent on the issue.
3. Amendments and supplements to this Agreement must be in written form and have to be indicated as such. Consequently, any changes of this Agreement shall only be effective if they have been agreed on in writing and have been designated as amendment of or supplement to the Agreement.
4. Any costs, fees or taxes not eligible or any other duties arising from the conclusion or the implementation of this Agreement shall be borne by the LP and PPs.
5. To the effect of this Agreement, the PPs shall irrevocably choose domicile at their addresses stated in the partner section of the latest approved AF where any official notifications can be lawfully served. Any change of domicile shall be forwarded by the concerned PP to the LP within 15 days following the change.
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Art. 22
Entry into force
1. This Agreement shall enter into force as from the date of the last signature. It shall remain in force until the LP has discharged in full its obligations towards the MA.
2.  The MA reserves the right to check the present Agreement in order to verify that it is in conformity with the all minimum compulsory requirements of the Partnership Agreement template made available by the Programme.
3. This Agreement, once signed by all PPs, will be digitally shared among the Partnership and with the MA.

Art. 23
Binding documents
The latest approved AF is binding and it is the reference document of the present Agreement which shall be an integral part of the Subsidy Contract signed between the MA and LP.

Drawn up at [date XXX]
Lead Partner 
Name and function [XXX]
Signature and Stamp							Place and date [XXX]

Partner 2
Name and function [XXX]
Signature and Stamp							Place and date, [XXX]


Partner 3
Name and function [XXX]
Signature and Stamp							Place and date, [XXX]

Partner 4
Name and function [XXX]
Signature and Stamp							Place and date: [XXX]

Partner 5
Name and function [XXX]
Signature and Stamp							Place, and date: [XXX]
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